From the Scholastic PUSH website (www.thisispush.com) sometime in 2002

Q: So where'd you grow up? What was it like? 

A: I grew up in a scummy little ex-mining town called Coalville, which was an unrelentingly dreary doomscape of grey skies and miserable people (imagine Mordor, but with more trees). I did my best to get away from it as early as possible. Most of my teens were spent in and around Leicestershire towns, and the city itself, doing the usual teen stuff and being crafty enough not to get caught for it. It was more fun when everything was illegal... 

Q: Where did Kerosene come from? 
A: I used to have 'Cal days' back then when I was just too low to meet anyone's eye in the street and so on, so the protagonist grew out of that. People tell me they really identify with Cal's shyness, which is good. I certainly do. 

Q: So, you were a published author at nineteen. What's that like? 
A: It was brilliant, obviously, but more because I had finally achieved what I'd been trying for all my life up till then. I had a frighteningly sharp focus on what I wanted to do and be ever since I can remember. Plus I was at University at the time, and there was finally post-University light at the end of the tunnel that didn't involve me joining a bunch of faceless suits in an office block. I made it my mission from then on to become a full-time writer. It was kind of a squeeze at first, but I think I've pretty much got it down now. 

Q: If you sat down to write Kerosene today, do you think it would be a different book, since you're more removed from high school? Do you still want to burn it down? 
A: Yeah, there's no way I'd write the same book now. It was very much a product of that part of my life which has long gone now. I don't really care enough about school to want to burn it down... but I don't think I ever want to set foot in one again either. Urggh... *shivers* 

Q: What are your literary influences? 
A: Lots. I don't really follow authors religiously: even the best authors sometimes churn out duff books, and the worst ones occasionally come up with blinders. I do like particularly inventive fantasists though, like China Mieville and Philip Pullman. I mainly read fantasy and sci-fi; there's so much formulaic stuff there, but when you get a good one it's generally superb. 

Q: What are your musical influences? 
A: Not anything most people have heard of!!! I like a bunch of different stuff for different reasons; Last Days Of April, The Get Up Kids, Crash Tokio, Mega City Four, Jimmy Eat World (Clarity is my favourite album ever...), Broccoli, Leatherface, etc etc. There are also a load of awesome British bands who play round the UK, who are unjustly neglected by the world in general... 

Q: You play music as well, no? 
A: Yup! Though with the kind of music we play we're certainly not gonna threaten the charts anytime soon... 

Q: Playing in a band. Writing a book. Compare and contrast. 
A: I tend to bleed less when I write a book. My fingers are still shredded from our last gig... oww... 

Q: What are your cinematic influences? 
Again, lots. Lord Of The Rings was obviously the best film ever. The Star Wars of my generation! I like horror movies: Ring is a particular favourite. As with authors, even the best directors churn out some awful films. Films in general influence me. I think I write quite cinematically; I always have in my head the angle of the camera when I'm describing a scene. I visualise it as a film. 

Q: What are you working on now? 
A: My next book for PUSH is Crashing, which is already written. I'm in the midst of three projects right now. One is the movie of The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray, the book of which is coming out in the US in the next year. Alaizabel is a dark, nasty gothic horror set in Victorian London. I'm also in the midst of a fantasy trilogy for Gollancz, the first of which is due for release in Summer 2003 — no title yet, but it's very off-the-wall. And I have a new book for Scholastic in the works, a black-hearted fairy tale called Poison. Need a holiday... 

Q: If you had to pick a quote to fit your life right now, what would it be? 
A: 

"The first star I see may not be a star,
We can't do a thing but wait, so let's wait for one more." 

Jimmy Eat World: For Me This Is Heaven 

I'll leave you to wonder what that's about. 

Q: Writing. How do you go about it? 
A: I get up, have a shower, sit at my computer and write until my eyes start smoking. Then I go and get on with the rest of my life. Easy! 

Q: Why do fools fall in love? 
A: Same reason everyone else does: they don't have a choice. 

